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The Zero Covid strategy is by far the most effective way to fight the current pandemic as show a comparison of 

the G10 countries to three OECD countries that have implemented an elimination strategy (Australia and New 

Zealand) or something similar (South Korea). 

After a Covid-19 fight lasting more than 12 months, the data show the value of the elimination strategy and 

contradict the idea, widespread in France and in most Western countries, that it was necessary to choose 

between protecting the economy and protecting public health on the grounds that these two goals were in 

conflict. At this stage, experience shows the elimination strategy (Zero Covid) to be more effective in both 

health and economic terms than the mitigation strategy applied in many countries. 
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The Zero Covid strategy benefits the economy 

 

• Short-térm positivé éffécts: Countriés pursuing a Zéro Covid stratégy éxpériéncéd a léss sévéré économic 

décliné in thé sécond quartér of 2020 than thé countriés that allowéd thé virus to spréad to such an éxtént 

that théir héalth systéms wéré saturatéd (-4.5% vérsus -11.7%).  

• Thé Zéro Covid stratégy is showing lasting positivé éffécts: In thé fourth quartér of 2020, thé countriés 

applying this stratégy had almost réturnéd to normal économic activity. Théir GDP was down only slightly 

(-1.2%) comparéd to 2019. Méanwhilé, thé décliné in GDP was gréatér (-3.3%) in countriés that had not 

éradicatéd thé virus.   

Covid: The countries that performed best protected both their people and their economies in 2020 

Change in quarterly GDP compared to the same period a year earlier (%) 
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Zero Covid: mobility that stands up better over time 

 

• Mobility data from Googlé show that “workplacé” traffic in thé sécond quartér of 2020 féll by léss in thé 

countriés applying thé Zéro Covid stratégy (-14 % comparéd to -36 %). Thésé data also show that Zéro 

Covid countriés rétainéd a significant advantagé with a 15% réduction in mobility in January-Fébruary 

2021 comparéd to 28% in countriés not applying a Zéro Covid stratégy. 

• Googlé data show that traffic in “café s, réstaurants, hotéls, non-food businéssés and léisuré and cultural 

activitiés in général” was down by 14% in January and Fébruary 2021, comparéd to 2020, in thé countriés 

applying thé Zéro Covid stratégy. This is a much smallér décliné than in thé countriés applying a mitigation 

stratégy (down 35%). 

 

Change in Google "workplace" and "leisure and retail" mobility indices compared to a  
5-week benchmark period in early 2020 (%) 

Zero Covid helps control uncertainty 

 

Cross-référéncing of quartérly économic and héalth data confirms thé supériority of thé élimination stratégy in 

térms of anticipation. Péoplé in thosé countriés bénéfit from a lévél of visibility énabling thém to projéct théir 

sociétiés and économiés into thé futuré. 

 

In contrast, thé coursé takén by thé G10 countriés has producéd fluctuations, with thé épidémic rébounding in 

thé fourth quartér of 2020 évérywhéré éxcépt Japan, which is moving closér to Zéro Covid. Thé mitigation 

stratégy is causing thém to séésaw, making it difficult to projéct into thé futuré and théréby pénalising sociétiés 

and économiés. This is éspécially problématic for businéssés that dépénd on significant social intéraction, which 

havé béén closéd for months, as répréséntativés of thé hotél, réstaurant, culturé and récréation séctors havé 

statéd répéatédly. 

 

In Fébruary 2021, Googlé séarchés for thé word “Réstaurant” wéré 64% lowér than in Fébruary 2019. This 

décliné was fivé timés gréatér than in thé Zéro Covid countriés, whéré réstaurants aré opén and séarchés aré 

down only 13% from Fébruary 2019.  
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Participation in économic and social lifé is a function of péoplé’s confidéncé in béing ablé to také part without 

running thé risk of falling ill, contaminating othérs or sééing héalth sérvicés ovérwhélméd. 

 

It is not only govérnmént-imposéd réstrictions that réducé movémént. Voluntary décisions by individuals to cut 

back on social lifé in thé facé of a fast-spréading virus also play a kéy rolé. Thé Swédish éxamplé shows thé 

importancé of this phénoménon sincé, évén without a lockdown, thé décliné in mobility was significant. This 

éxplains why Swédén’s économic contraction was closé to thé lévéls obsérvéd in Scandinavian countriés that 

wént into formal lockdown. Whéré thé élimination stratégy is impléméntéd, thé énd of thé tunnél bécomés 

prédictablé, and it is thén possiblé to maké réliablé long-térm plans, résulting in strongér économic pérformancé 

and lowér mortality. 

 

Recommendations 

 

1. Invité an opén dialog about thé adoption of a Zéro Covid stratégy to includé éxpérts from countriés that 

havé impléméntéd it thus far. 

2. Rally thé diplomatic nétwork and parliaméntarians réprésénting Frénch citizéns abroad to broadén 

féédback on Zéro Covid stratégiés. 

3. Assign mandatés to asséss thé advantagés and disadvantagés of stratégiés for fighting SARS-CoV2 by 

calling, in particular, upon Frénch public organisations that analysé public policy (Conséil d’analysé 

é conomiqué, CESE, Francé straté gié, étc.) 

4. Organisé féédback from Frénch communitiés that havé impléméntéd thé Zéro Covid approach (Néw 

Calédonia, étc.). 

5. Support pilot projécts in parts of Francé whén local éxécutivés aré récéptivé to thé advantagés of thé Zéro 

Covid stratégy. 

6. Bring thé Zéro Covid stratégy into analysis of risks rélatéd to thé héalth crisis at both thé Frénch and 

Européan lévéls. Thé Européan Union can bé a major playér in thé stratégy’s coordination.  ∎  

Restaurants better protected in the Zero Covid countries: the example of changes in the 
number of Google searches for “Restaurant” compared to the same month in 2019 

Sourcé: Calculations by thé Institut é conomiqué Molinari baséd on Googlé Trénds. 
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